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	COURSE RESOURCES:
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1. Decisions for Health Curriculum
2. Next Generation Science Standards
3. Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction         Health Education Standards.


REQUIRED MATERIALS:
· One 3 ring binder with 5 dividers (at least 1”)
· Highlighters, black or  blue pens, and colored pens
· Optional: Pencils, post-it notes, and coloring supplies.


	COURSE INFORMATION:

	Course Overview:
6th grade science approaches the discipline with the mindset that science is a process, a way of thinking, and a possible career path all at once. We focus on building critical thinking and problem solving skills through participation in engaging activities that use scientific principles to find solutions to real world problems. 

In addition, 6th health lessons will be incorporated into class as well focusing on biology, hygiene, human growth and development, social and emotional intelligence and other information pertinent to adolescents.

Course Description based on State Standards
The Common Core State Standards for Literacy in science emphasize comprehension of technical texts and writing with purpose in mind.
The standards addressed in this grade are divided into a few key areas:
1. Developing a technical vocabulary
2. Following scientific directions
3. Interpreting graphs and other visual representations of information
4. Distinguish between reliable and unreliable sources and citing textual evidence
5. Writing arguments to support scientific claims and informative texts to explain experimental findings
6. Using technology to distribute information to others
For details on each category, please visit www.corestandards.org. A link to the page can be found on my website: www.msbrownteaches6.weebly.com.
The Next Generation Science Standards will also be used in this course. These standards encourage incorporation of 3 dimensions:
1. Scientific and Engineering Practices (such as the scientific method and the design process)
2. Crosscutting concepts that are used in science and can be incorporated in other fields as well (patterns, cause and effect, etc.)
3. Physical, Life, Earth, and Space Science, as well as Engineering and Technology

The 8 Health Standards focus on two main areas: Health Content Knowledge and Health Skills

Topics Addressed:
The following topics are covered in 6th grade science:

I. Life Science
Focus is on cell structures and biology. We will seek to answer the following Essential Questions:

	
· How can one explain the way cells contribute to the function of living organisms? 
· How do organisms live, grow, respond to the environment, and reproduce? 
· How do the structures of organisms enable life’s functions? 
· How do organisms grow and develop? 
· How do organisms obtain and use the matter and energy they need to live and grow? 
· How do organisms detect, process, and use information about the environment? 




II. Physical Science
Focus is on energy and waves. We will seek to answer the following Essential Questions:

· What is energy? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What is meant by conservation of energy? 
· How is energy transferred between objects or systems? 
· How are forces related to energy? 
· How are waves used to transfer energy and information? 
· What are the characteristics properties and behaviors of waves? 
· What is light? 
· How can one explain the varied effects that involve light? 
· What other forms of electromagnetic radiation are there? 
· How are instruments that transmit and detect waves used to extend human senses? 

III. Earth Science
Focus is on earth’s systems. We will seek to answer the following Essential Questions:

· How do the materials in and on Earth’s crust change over time? 
· How does the movement of tectonic plates impact the surface of Earth? 
· How does water influence weather, circulate in the oceans, and shape Earth’s surface? 
· What factors interact and influence weather? 
· How have living organisms changed the Earth? 
· How have Earth’s changing conditions impacted living organisms? 
· How do humans depend on Earth’s resources? 


The following topics are covered in 6th grade Health:
· Decision Making and Self-management
· Mental/Emotional Health/Depression/Suicide Prevention
· Nutrition/Physical Activity
· Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs
· Human Growth and Development
· Anti-Bullying and Digital Safety

 These topics are addressed through a series of over 30 individual health lessons to be taught over the course of the year. 


	COURSE EVALUATION

	Course evaluations will offer students an opportunity to demonstrate mastery of the standards and will be used to determine report card grades. Please see further information about the standards based grading policy below.

In all cases, students will be asked to complete “Performance Tasks” to demonstrate mastery of each standard. Based on the quality of their work, students will earn ratings of AD, PR, BA, and MI on each task. These tasks often include one or more of the following:
Students will
· Conduct an investigation
· Develop a model
· Use arguments supported by scientific evidence
· Construct a scientific explanation
· Build and interpret graphical displays
· Design, construct, and test a device
· Present evidence that supports scientific claims
· Analyze and interpret data

For each set of standards, students will be given a test, a project or presentation, and a written assignment (such as a RAFT or a lab report). This will ensure every student has at least 3 performance opportunities to prove what they know and earn the best possible score. 

Students will be provided with rubrics and/or a grading scale for each assessment. These rubrics will give a clear picture of the expectations for each Performance Task. In the event that a student loses their rubric, digital copies can be downloaded from my website at www.msbrownteaches6.weebly.com as they become available.

In the event that a student is unsatisfied with his/her ratings in a particular standard after the three provided performance opportunities they may request further opportunities to prove proficiency. All requests must be submitted to the instructor within one week of receiving final scores on any performance task. Students will not be allowed to retake tests but may schedule alternate assessments at the instructor’s discretion. 


	PRACTICE OPPORTUNITIES:

	Homework will include both reading and writing activities along with project and study guides. It is beneficial for students to arrive prepared to participate in discussions and classwork each day. This means assigned readings should be completed BEFORE class starts. 

Written assignments will act as practice to reinforce skills learned in class. Additionally, many opportunities for students to attain growth and high levels of achievement will be offered in the form of homework and extension assignments. Students are encouraged to complete assignments and come to class with any questions they have about the work.

Additionally, it is important that students work toward the goals of college and career readiness. They are expected to be organized and responsible and to present themselves as scholars. Keeping this in mind, there is an “Unacceptable Work Policy” in place which outlines the guidelines for all written assignments. Due dates and deadlines must be met in order for homework to be evaluated. LATE WORK WILL NOT IS ACCEPTED without a valid reason.


	GRADING POLICY AND REPORT CARDS:	

	Students will be graded on their ability to master the standards at their academic level.  All student grades will be based solely on summative assessments. 

Parents will be provided with a snapshot of their child’s progress with every Interim Report Card which acts as a progress report. Parents may choose to sign up for Infinite Campus accounts which will allow families to track their child’s progress in a convenient, online format. 

This year all report cards will be based on the Common Core State Standards.  Each student is expected to master the standards taught in this course.  Report cards will be provided at the end of each term. 

The Academic and Effort Scale that will be used to assess student mastery can be found below:

	AD
	Advanced
	Exceeding grade level expectations
	Opportunities for work that exceeds grade level expectations must be given by the instructor.

	PR
	Proficient
	Meeting grade level expectations
	PR is the goal for all students in all areas by the end of the school year.

	BA
	Basic
	Just below grade level expectations
	Student is within a year of grade level expectations-- student is “on the bubble” and should be able to reach proficiency with some effort.

	MI
	Minimal
	Far below grade level expectations
	Student is more than a year behind grade level expectations, student is working to reach proficiency but much additional effort will be needed.




	

	DISCIPLINE POLICY:

	I believe in high expectations for students in terms of both their work ethic and behavior. As such, inappropriate, disrespectful, and irresponsible behavior will not be tolerated—It is simply not the Golda way. 

In my classroom, students will always receive at least one nonverbal or verbal reminder of class expectations if they are misbehaving. This reminder will act as a formal “warning.” If the behavior continues, and especially if it is disruptive to the learning environment an immediate attempt to redirect the behavior will be made by changing the student’s seat. If the behavior persists, parent/guardian contact will be made (usually an email or note sent home at the end of the day), If there is an immediate need to speak with a parent or guardian about behavior, a phone call will be made.

In cases of chronic misbehavior or egregious failure to meet expectations, students will be documented and referred to a school administrative for further redirection.


I have read and understand the contents of this document:
Parent Signature ____________________________________
Student Signature____________________________________
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